You can help birds!

Reduce Energy Use

Take public transit & carpool whenever possible
Skip short car trips - walk or ride a bike instead.
If you can, drive an electric vehicle.

Offset your air travel with green investments.
Make your yard climate friendly

Eliminate turfgrass and gas tools.

Go fertilizer and pesticide free.

Plant native plants.

Leave snags, logs and brush piles

Support legislative and local actions

Urge your Representatives to cosponsor the Sav-
ing America’s Pollinators Act.

Vote for political candidates who are committed to
tackling climate change.

Urge Congress to support climate solutions right
now.

Speak up for the Endangered Species Act and
other protections

Support bird-friendly buildings.

Reduce your impact at home

Drink coffee that is shade grown.

Reduce your use of plastic.

Advocate for bans of plastic bags, styrofoam, and
straws.

9] Protect birds from window collisions.

O Keep cats indoors.
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O Get an energy audit for your home.

Source: 2019 Audubon climate report, Survival by De-
grees: 389 Species on the Brink (climate.audubon.org)
and The Cornell Lab of Ornithology’s “Seven Simple
Steps to Help Birds”.

Whatcom County, the northwesternmost county in
Washington State and the contiguous United States,
contains a variety of habitat types that cover approxi-
mately 2,180 square miles. From sea level to the
10,750 foot summit of Mount baker, Whatcom Coun-
ty’s habitats include deep water areas, rock and gravel
shorelines, and numerous estuaries.

Terrestrial habitats include urban and suburban wood-
lots, lakes, agricultural lands, forested areas, and
mountain slopes rising above timberline and into gla-
cial ice fields. This diversity of habitat accounts for an
equally diverse range of bird species and the moderate
maritime climate offers birding for all seasons.

Human encroachment has played a major role in the
changes in the number of species over the past centu-
ry. Population increases and land clearing for develop-
ment have resulted in the loss of habitat for numerous
species, clear cutting has affected many forest species
in higher elevations, and diversions of the Nooksack
River and the construction of damns on two major
rivers have had adverse impacts on riparian species
over a large geographical area.

Still, many species call this area home year round and
the number of birds wintering in the area is often phe-
nomenal. The area of the county that abuts the Canadi-
an border is one of the premier Important Bird Areas in
the state and highlights the Cascade Loop of the Great
Washington State Birding Trail.

The North Cascades Audubon Society has been an
active part of the community since it began in 1970.
The chapter has a wonderful interactive website, lively
programs, and field trips throughout the area in the fall,
winter, and spring.

Visit the chapter website to find a printable map of the
best birding locations in Whatcom County.

www.northcascadesaudubon.org
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Checklist of
Whatcom County Birds
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JATERFOWL
_____Emperor Goose(5)
|____Snow Goose(2)
Ross's Gooss(S)
Greater White-fronted Goose(3)
Brant(1
Cackling Goose{2)
Canada Gaoosa(1)
Mute Swan(int)
Trumpeter Swan{1)
Tundra Swan{1)
Whoopar 8wan(5)
Wood Duck(2)
Balkal Teal(5)
Blue-winged Teal(2)
Cinnamon Teal(2)
Northern Shoveler(1)
Gadwall(1)
Eurasian Wigeon{3)
American Wigeon(1)
Mallard(1)
Northern Pintali(1)
Graen-winged Teal(1)
|____Canvasback(2)
Redhead(3}
Ring-nackad Duck(1)
Tufted Duck(5)
Greater Scaup(1)
Lossor Scaup(1)
King Eider(5)
Harlequin Duck(1)
Surf Scoter{1)
Whits-winged Bcoter(1)
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)
Long-talled Duck(1)
Bufflehead(1)
Common Goldensys{1)
Barrow's Goldeneye(1)
Hooded Merganser{2)
Common Mergansar{1)
Rad-breasted Mergansar{1)
Ruddy Duck{1)
GALLINACEOUS BIRDS
Mountain Quali{int)
Northern Bobwhite(int)
California Quall{int)
Gray Partridge(int)
Ring-necked Phomsant(3)
Ruffed Grouse(2)
Spruce Grouse(4)
White-talled Ptarmigan{d)
Sooty Grouse(2)
Wild Turkey(Int)

BES
Pled-bllled Grebe(2)
Homed Grebe(1)

Red-nacksd Greba(1)
Earead Grabe(3)
Western Grebe{1)}
Clark's Grabe(5)
PIGEONS, DOVES
Rock Plgeon(1)
Band-talled Plgeon(2)
Euraslan Collared-Dove(2)
_____ White-winged Dove(5)
Mourning Dove(2)

CUCKOOS
Yellow-bllled Cuckoo(5)
NIGHTHAWKS, SWIFTS

Cammen Nighthawk(2)

Comman Poorwlli(5)

Black Bwift(2)

Vaux's Swift{1)

White-throated Swift{&}
HUMMINGEIRDS

Black-chinned Hummingbird({5)

Anne's Hummingbird(3)

Rufous Hummingblird{1)
_____Calllope Hummingbird{4)
RAILS, CRANES

Virginla Rall{2)

Sora(3)

Amarican Coot(1)

Sandhlll Crane(4)
SHOREBIRDS

Black-necked Stiit(5)
Amarican Avoget(5)
—___Black Oystarcatcher(2)
—__Black-bellled Plover(2)

Amarican Golden-Plovar{4)

__ Pacific Golden-Plover(4)

T semlpaimated Plover(3)

Kllidear(1)

__Uplend Bandpiper(5)

Whimbrai(3)

Long-bllled Curlew(5)

Bar-tallod Godwit(5)

Hudsonian Godwit(4)

Marbled Godwit(3)
Ruddy Tumstone(4)
Black Turnstone(2)

Red Knot(4)

Surfbird(3)

Ruff{5)

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper(5)
Stiit Sandplper(4)

Curlew Sandplper(5)
Sanderling(3)

Dunlin(1)

Rock Sandplper{4)

Buird's 8andplper(3)

Leagt Sandpiper(1)

Buff-breasted Sandplper(f)
Pectoral Sandplper{d)

P pipar{
Waastern Sandplper(1)
Short-bllled Dowlitcher{2)
Lang-bliled Dowltcher(3)
Wilson's Snipe(2)
Spotted Sandplper(2)
Solitary Sandpiper(4)
Wandering Tattler(5)
Lessear Yellowlags(2)
Willet(5)
Groater Yollowlage{1)
Wilson's Phalarope(4)
Red-necked Phalarope(2)
Red Phalarope(4)
JAEGERS, ALCIDS
Scmth Polar Skua(5)
_____Pomarine Jasger(5)
—___Parasltic Jasger(3)
Long-talled Jaeger{4)
— Common Murra(1)
—_Thick-bllled Murra{5)
__ Plgeon Gulllemot(1)
Marbled Murrelet(2)
Ancisnt Murrelat{3)
Cassin’s Auklet{6)
Rhinoceros Auklet{3)
Tuftad Puffin(S)

Black-lagged Kittiwake(4)
Sablne’s Quli{4)
Bonaparte's Guli(1)
—Llttle GulK5)
_____Franklin's Guli(4)
~_Heermann's Gull{2}
— Moew Guli(1)
Ring-billad Gull{1)
—__Wastern Quli(3)
—___california Gull(1)
Hurrlng Gull{3)
Iceland Gull(3)

Slaty-backed Gull{5}
Glaucous-winged Gull{1)
Glaucous Gull(4)
Caspian Tern{1)

Black Tem{4)

Commeon Tern{2)

Arctic Tarn{4)

Forster's Tarn(5)

Elegant Tem(5)
LOONS
—Red-throated Loon(1)
— Arctic Loon{5)
____Pacific Loon(1)
T Common Loon(1)
Yollow-bllled Loon(4)
TUBENOSES
Fark-tailad 8torm-Pstrel{5)
Lsach's Storm-Petral({5)
Northern Fulmar(5)
Shart-talled Shearwater($)

_____Sooly Shearwatlesr(5)

PELICANS, HERONS, IBIS
Brown Booby(5)
Brandt's Cormorant{2)

Double-crested Cormarant{1)

Pelagic Cormorant(1)

American Whita Pelican(4)

Brown Pellcan{4)

American Blttarn{3)

Great Blue Heron(1)

Great Egret(4)

Snowy Egret(5)

Litlls Blue Haron(5)

Cattle Egret(d)

Green Heron(2)

Black-crownsd Night-Heron(4)

White-faced Ibls{5)

VYULTURES, RAPTORS
Turkey Vulture(1)

Osprey({2)

Golden Esgla(3)
Northern Harrler{1)
Sharp-shinned Hawk(2)
Cooper's Hawk(2)

Northern Goshawk(3)

Bald Eagls(1)

Broad-winged Hawk{5)

Swelnson's Hawk(4)

Red-talled Hawk(1)

Rough-legged Hawk(2)

Farruginous Hawk(5)

:

Barn Owl(2)

Western Screech-Owl(3)

Great Homed Owl(2)

Snowy Owl{4)

Northern Hawk Owl(5)
Northern Pygmy-Owi(3)
Burrowing Owl(5)
Spatted Owl{4)

Barred Owl{2)
Great Gray Owl(4)

___ Long-eared Owl(4)
Short-sared Owl(2)
Baoreal Owl(6)

Northern Saw-whet Owli({2)

KINGFISHER

_____Baited Kingfleher(1)
DPECKERS

Lewis's Woodpecker(4)
Read-naped Sapsucker(3)
Red-breasted Sapsucker(2)
Am. Three-toed Woodpecker(3)
Black-backsd Woodpacksr(5)

Downy Woudpcckarh}
Halry Woodpackaer(i)
Whits-hesded Woodpacker(5)

MNarthem Flicker{1)
_____Plleated Woodpecker(2)
FALCONS

Amarican Kestrel(2)

— Morlin({2)

Gyrfalennla)

Peregrine Falcon(2)

Pralrle Faleon{3)
FLYCATCHERS

Ash-throatsd Flycatcher(5)

Troplcal Kingbird{5)

Western Kingbird(3)
Eastern Kingbird(3)
Olive-sided Flycalchar({2)
Wastern Wood-Pawee(2)
Wlllow Flycatcher(1)
Least Flycatchar({5)
Hammond's Flycatcher(2)
Qray Flycatcher({5)
Dusky Flycatcher({3)

Pacific-slopa Flycatcher(1)

Say's Phosbe(4)
SHRIKES

Loggerhead Shrike(5)

Narthern Shrike(2)
VIRECS
Hutton's Vireo{3)

Casgin's Vireo(3)

Warbling Vireo{1)

Red-eyed Vireo{2)

Canada Jay{2)
Stellar's Jay(1)

Blue Jay(4

Callfornla Scrub-Jay(3)
___ Clark's Nuleracker(2)
—___Black-bliled Magple(4)

American Grow(1)

Narthwestern Crow(1)

Common Raven(1)
LARKS, SWALLOWS

Horned Lark{2)

Purple Martin{3)

Troo Bwallow(1)
Violst-grean Swallow{1)
N. Rough-winged Swallow(2)

Bank Swallow(3)

Cliff Swallow(1)

Barm Swallow(1)
CHICKADEES, BUSHTIT

Black-capped Chickades{1)

Mountaln Chickadeea{1}

Chastnut_backad Chickad

Townsand's Solltalre(3)
Veary(3)
Swaelnson's Thrush{1)
Hearmit Thrush(2)
American Robin(1)
Varled Thrush(1)
MIMIDS
_ Gray Catblrd{4}
__ Brown Thrasher(5)
T _saga Thrashar(g)
_Northern Mockingblrd({4)
STARLING
European Starling(1)
AXWINGS
Bohsmian Waxwing(4)
Cadar Waxwing(1)
WEAVERS TO PIPITS
House Sparrow(1)
_____Amerlcan Plplttz}
FINCHES, SPARROWS
Bllmbllnglsl
Evening Grosbeak{2)
Pine Grosbeak(3)

Housse Finch{1)
Purple Fineh(2)
Cassin's Finch{3)
Common Redpaoll(4)
Hoary Radpoll(5)
Red Crossblli(2)

White-winged Crossblli{3}

Plne Slskin(1)

Lesser Goldfineh(8)

American Goldfinch(1)
Lupland Longepur(3)

_____Snow Bunling{3)

—___McKay's Bunting(6)

____Rustic Bunting({5)

T Green-tallad Towhee(5)

_____Spotted Towhee(1)

_____American Tree Sparrow{4)

___ Chlpping Sparrow(3)

___ Clay-coloraed Sparrow(4}

Brewer's Sparrow(4)
Veasper Sparrow(3)
Lark S8parrow(5)

Lark Bunting{5)
Savannah Sparrow(1)
Fox Sperrow(2)
_____Song Sparrow(1)
—Lincoin’s Sparrow{2)
p Sparrow({4)

— (1)
Boreal Chickadee{4)
Bushtit(1)

NUTHATCHES, CREEPER
Red-breasted Nuthatch(1)
White-breasted Nuthatch{4)
Pygmy Nuthateh(5)

Brown Creepen(2)

WRENS
Rock Wren{4)

Canyon Wran{5)
House Wran(3)
Pacific Wren(1)
Marsh Wren(2)
Bawick's Wren(2)

DIPPER
Amarican Dipper(2)

KINGLETS
Galden-crowned Kinglet{1)

—_Ruby-crowned Kinglet(2)

THRUSHES
Red-flanked Bluetall(5)

Wastarn Bluabird{4)

Mountain Bluebird(3)

—__ White-throated Sparrow(3)

Harris's Sparrow(4)

____Dark-eyed Junco{1)
—___Yellow-breasted Chat(5)
BLACKBIRDS, ORIOLES

Yellow-headed Blackbird(3)

____ Bobolink(5)

__ Waestern Meadowlark(2)
Hooded Orlole{5}
Bullock's Qriole{2)

Red-winged Blackbird(1)
Brown-headed Cowbird(1)

____Rusty Blackbird{5)
Brawer's Blackbird({1)
Common Grackla(5)
—_Great-talled Grackle(5)
WARBLERS, BUNTINGS
Qvenblrd{5)

Gray-crowned Rosy-FInch(3)

Black-throated Sparrow(5)

White-crowned Sparrow(1)
Golden-crowned Sparrow{2)

Nashvllle Warbler(3)
MacGlilivray's Warbler(2)

Caommon Ysllowthroat(1)
American Redstart{3)
Cape May Warbler(5)
Magnolla Warbler(5)
Blackburnian Warblar(5}
Yellow Warbler(1)
Blackpoll Warbler(5)

Palm Warbler(4)

Yellow-rumped Warbler{1)
Black-throated Gray Warbler(1)
Townsend's Warkler(1)
Hermit Warbler{5)
Wiison's Warbler(1)
Wastern Tanager(1)
Rowe-breasted Grosbeak(5)
Black-headed Grosbeak(1}
Lazull Bunting(3)
Indigo Bunting(5)
Printsd Bunting(5)
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Northern Watarthrush(5)

Black-and-white Warbler(6)
Tennessee Warbler(5)
Orange-crowned Werbler(2)

On County Checkliists, abundance code after bird name Is defined as follows:
{3) Harder to find, usually sesn annually {4) Rare, 5+ records

(1) Common  (2) Uncommon

(S5) Less than 5 records  (ext) Extirpated

(Int) Introduced




