
Whatcom County, the northwesternmost county in 
Washington State and the contiguous United States, 
contains a variety of habitat types that cover approxi-
mately 2,180 square miles. From sea level to the 
10,750 foot summit of Mount baker, Whatcom Coun-
ty’s habitats include deep water areas, rock and gravel 
shorelines, and numerous estuaries.  

Terrestrial habitats include urban and suburban wood-
lots, lakes, agricultural lands, forested areas, and 
mountain slopes rising above timberline and into gla-
cial ice fields. This diversity of habitat accounts for an 
equally diverse range of bird species and the moderate 
maritime climate offers birding for all seasons. 

Human encroachment has played a major role in the 
changes in the number of species over the past centu-
ry. Population increases and land clearing for develop-
ment have resulted in the loss of habitat for numerous 
species, clear cutting has affected many forest species 
in higher elevations, and diversions of the Nooksack 
River and the construction of damns on two major 
rivers have had adverse impacts on riparian species 
over a large geographical area. 

Still, many species call this area home year round and 
the number of birds wintering in the area is often phe-
nomenal. The area of the county that abuts the Canadi-
an border is one of the premier Important Bird Areas in 
the state and highlights the Cascade Loop of the Great 
Washington State Birding Trail. 

The North Cascades Audubon Society has been an 
active part of the community since it began in 1970. 
The chapter has a wonderful interactive website, lively 
programs, and field trips throughout the area in the fall, 
winter, and spring. 

Visit the chapter website to find a printable map of the 
best birding locations in Whatcom County.  

www.northcascadesaudubon.org  
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You can help birds! 

○ Reduce Energy Use 
○ Take public transit & carpool whenever possible 
○ Skip short car trips - walk or ride a bike instead.  
○ If you can, drive an electric vehicle.  
○ Offset your air travel with green investments.  
○ Make your yard climate friendly 
○ Eliminate turfgrass and gas tools.  
○ Go fertilizer and pesticide free.  
○ Plant native plants.  
○ Leave snags, logs and brush piles 
○ Support legislative and local actions 
○ Urge your Representatives to cosponsor the Sav-

ing America’s Pollinators Act.  
○ Vote for political candidates who are committed to 

tackling climate change.  
○ Urge Congress to support climate solutions right 

now.  
○ Speak up for the Endangered Species Act and 

other protections 
○ Support bird-friendly buildings.  
○ Reduce your impact at home 
○ Drink coffee that is shade grown.  
○ Reduce your use of plastic.  
○ Advocate for bans of plastic bags, styrofoam, and 

straws.  
○ Protect birds from window collisions.  
○ Keep cats indoors.  

○ Get an energy audit for your home.  

Source: 2019 Audubon climate report, Survival by De-
grees: 389 Species on the Brink (climate.audubon.org) 
and The Cornell Lab of Ornithology’s “Seven Simple 
Steps to Help Birds”. 

 

Checklist of  
Whatcom County Birds 



 


